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Using the GRADE tool – a step-by-step guide1 
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The following five panels are used 

 

 
1 The tool can be accessed here  https://gradetool.org/tools/the-grade-tool/ or  https://www.st-

andrews.ac.uk/~grade/simulations/. Also see Frequently Asked Questions  

 

https://gradetool.org/tools/the-grade-tool/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~grade/simulations/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~grade/simulations/
https://grade.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2026/06/FAQs.pdf
https://gradetool.org/


2 

 

Conducting a single country analysis   

 

 

 
Select the country of interest from the drop-down list, 
 

 

 

 

Estimates of additional revenue can be entered from 
the drop down in any of the following ways. 
GRADE uses constant 2015 USD. (see below) 

 
1. Absolute additional revenue in USD, Millions 

of USD, or Billions of 2015 USD. 
 

2. Additional revenue per capita in 2015 USD 
 
3. Increase as a percentage of government 

revenue per capita. 
 

4. Upload as a CSV file is most useful if carrying 
out a multiple-country analysis (see below). 
 

5. Estimates expressed in current USD should be 
converted to constant 2015 USD to allow for 
comparability over time. This can be done 
using an appropriate deflator tool. 
 

6. Tip: The tool can also be used to calculate the 
percentage increase in government revenue 
per capita by inputting the absolute amount 
and selecting the year when there was this 
increase – the panel will show this as a 
percentage. 
 

 

 

This panel allows users to isolate the impacts of 
additional revenue alone. 
However, for most purposes, it is recommended to 

select the ‘impact of governance and revenue 

combined’, which captures the full effect of additional 

revenue, including its influence on governance and 

subsequent outcomes on the SDGs. To see the 

difference between the two, toggle between them.  



3 

 

 

 

Adjust the start and end sliders to match the years for 
which data are available, or the years over which you 
wish to project. If estimates are available for only a 
single year, but the associated losses or gains in 
government revenue are expected to occur over 
multiple years (e.g., from tax abuse), these can be 
projected over several years.  
 

 

 

 
 
Select the outcome or SDG indicator of interest. 

The projection: This appears on the panel on the 
right and can be plotted as the population 
numbers or as percentage coverage results. Use 
the button to toggle between the population 
results and the coverage in percent. 
 

Estimations based on WDI data appear as solid lines. 
Estimations based on extensions appear as dashed 
lines. (See Frequently Asked Questions for questions on 
the extensions). The plot can be downloaded as a PNG 
file, or the data can be downloaded as an excel file, 
which also includes the governance data.  

 
 

 
 

 
Multiple outcomes for one country  
 

 

For multiple outcomes for one country, select Multiple 
Indicators in the outcomes panel (first one on the 
dropdown). 
 

The projection will appear in the panel on the right; see below for an example from Angola.  
The graph shows the number of people who will benefit in the final year.  

https://grade.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2026/06/FAQs.pdf
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Note: Outcomes can be added/removed from the graph using this button at the bottom. 
 
To present the proportion for each outcome: 
 
Select the Download plot data button for the data in an Excel spreadsheet for each indicator.   
Next to the absolute number, the proportion of those who do not have access to this development or SDG 
indicator /human right is available for each of the indicators. The Additional Government Revenue required 
to save each child’s life is also available.  
 

 
 
To present the cumulative numbers for one country 
 
Select the country of interest, select the revenue, governance, projection period and ‘all indicators.  
Select Advanced, select the country of interest and download projection data.  

 
The download will contain the entire dataset for this country. 
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Outcomes are indicators across four domains: child and maternal survival and health, education, basic 

services (water, sanitation, electricity, clean fuels), and social security. 

Cumulative outcome figures are only computed for flow variables (deaths averted, additional child school 

years) which can be summed across years. 

For stock variables (e.g. the number accessing basic water) we generally report the value in the latest year; 

the same person is counted only once. See Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Other options in Advanced 

 
The Advanced button 
 

 

 

 

 
The Governance Quality button allows for the 
tweaking of governance indicators to demonstrate 
the impact of a change in governance on outcomes. 
This option can be used if the impact of revenue 
only has been selected in Panel 2.  
 
The Target SDGs button allows estimates of the cost 
of increasing the coverage of the SDG indicators in 
individual countries. 
 
The Data sources button allows download of the 
population data and government revenue data used 
in GRADE and if excel is downloaded there is a sheet 
with information outlining updates and sources of 
data.  
 

 

https://grade.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2026/06/FAQs.pdf
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Conducting a multi-country analysis   

 

 

Country panel: select ‘All countries’ from the drop-down list. 
 

 

 

Select ‘Use CSV file’ and select the blue Upload revenue CSV 
button.  
 
Indicate how the revenue is specified: This can be  

1. absolute additional revenue in 2015 USD,  
2. additional revenue per capita in 2015 USD or 
3.  increased revenue as a percentage of government 

revenue. 

 

Upload data for multiple countries as a CSV file in the format 
shown on the left. Create a CSV file in this format before 
uploading. 
 
Column 1 ‘REVENUE’ (indicating how the revenue is 
specified).   

Column 2 “ISO” detailing the country’s ISO-3 code. 

Column 3 “YEAR” listing the year in which the increase in 
revenue began. 

 

 

Generally, select ‘the impact of governance and revenue 
combined’ 

 

 

Adjust the start to coincide with the CSV file and end to 
coincide with the period of interest. 

 
If estimates are available for only a single year, but the associated losses or gains in government revenue 
are expected to occur over multiple years (e.g., from tax abuse), these can be projected over, for example 
ten years. Projecting revenue changes over time allows for the impact of the increase in revenue on 
governance indicators, and therefore on development outcomes. 
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Single outcome  

 

 
Select the outcome or SDG indicator of interest. 

 
Multiple outcomes  
 
 

 

 
  

Choose ‘all indicators’  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Select the advanced button 
 

 

 
 

 
After selecting the advanced button, a drop down will 
appear, here select the ‘Multiple-country projection’ 

 

 
 

 
 
Here select the Download projection data button – expect a 
very large dataset! 
 

 

 

 


